EDWARD  IV   1461-1483
TV 7HEN Edward IV was once more firmly re-estab-W lished on his throne he found himself in the enviable position of being entirely free from enemies and rivals: all who by their birth or position could have challenged his authority had been eliminated in the recent struggles. The sole remaining male descendant of John of Gaunt, other than the Kings of Spain and Portugal, was Henry of Richmond, a son of Edmund Tudor and Margaret Beaufort, who being a prudent young man for his health's sake resided in Brittany. Moreover, as the King had acquired the estates of all his recently exterminated relations and had taken the opportunity of confiscating those of their supporters, he was in a position of financial independence and under no necessity of ever summoning parliament unless he was so inclined.
During his first period on the throne Edward had married, much to the fury of the Earl of Warwick and other of his partisans, Elizabeth Woodville, a beautiful widow, his senior in years and his inferior by birth. By her marriage this astute woman gained wealth and position not only for herself but also for her numerous relatives, although she did not succeed in retaining for long the affections of her exceedingly amorous husband. In affairs of the heart Edward contrived to combine business with pleasure in a novel and successful manner :
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